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any capacity to ensuring that it
will be wind.”

According to Petersen, Eide-
Tollefson’s request just isn’t
possible.

“We don’t own generation;
we don’t own any wind farms;
we are purely just the transmis-
sion lines, which is why we
have a nondiscriminatory
approach about generators,” he
said.

“We can’t discriminate who
has access to our system
because we are an independent
transmission company.”

But the “Green Power
Express,” name and advertise-
ment by both ITC Midwest and
CapX2020 about transporting
wind is what is making Eide-
Tollefson so frustrated. 

“There is a lot of green
washing going on generally,”
she said. Allowing people to
build infrastructure only half
used by wind, to compete for
markets that haven’t been
established yet, is a problem,
she said. 

Sigurd Anderson, who is
very active in Southeastern

Minnesota Clean Energy
Resource Teams (CERTS) and
the Minnesota Project, also has
concerns about who is going to
pay for these lines and who is
going to benefit from the
money they generate. 

Garwin McNeilus, who put
up the first wind turbines in
southeastern Minnesota,
doesn’t buy that argument. 

“I don’t buy into that at all,”
he said. “It
benefits
Minnesota
if we tie
our tur-
bines into
it. Why
wouldn’t
it? I am
not track-
ing with
them. We
are one
country.”

Dan Hayes of Southern
Minnesota Municipal Power
Agency, a member of
CapX2020, says that transmis-
sion is needed badly. 

“The transmission system in

this country is pretty fragile,”
Hayes said. “It’s pretty much
like the highway system was
before the Interstate highway
system, which was a series of
country roads. What it did for
the economy and the country
was phenomenal. What a good
electricity highway system in
this country could do for this
economy could be equally phe-
nomenal.”

McNeilus agrees: “It is so
needed it’s pathetic. This is
crazy — with the technology
we have today, it shouldn’t be
like entering a new country.
We would do so much to lower
our cost by upgrading that
grid.”

Eide-Tollefson agrees, but
said the proposed CapX2020
project failed to implement the
“Smart Grid” technology that is
needed for such upgrades. 

“We only get to rebuild our
system every 30-50 years, and
those are enormous invest-
ments,” she said.

“The way that they have
done it in the past is they over-
build and wait to catch up. But

if they overbuild (this time) we
won’t have the money to invest
to make our system more
smart. 

“We are over-investing in a
strategy, that I don’t think is a
good strategy for the 21st cen-
tury”

Jeremy Chipps, a La
Crescent resident and member
of the Citizens Energy Task
Force, agrees. 

“We want the clean, green
energy future that President
Obama has been proposing,
not the large polluting power
systems of the past,” Chipps
said. 

For more
information, go to

Postbulletin.com/weblinks
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CRAIG BYRAM

Who: Austin attorney who has
negotiated dozens of wind con-
tracts

Why we talked with him: If you
drive through southeastern
Minnesota and see a turbine, it is
very likely that Byram or his part-
ner Craig Johnson negotiated the
wind contract. The contracts,
which are complex 30-page documents, usually over-
whelm landowners and that’s where Byram comes in.

For a full profile,
go to Postbulletin.com

RUSS FOSS

Who: Farmer who won’t
allow turbines on his land

Why we talked with him:
Foss has many reasons why
he doesn’t want turbines on
his land but some of the
biggest are the possible
damage to his drain tiles
and the possibility of one
starting on fire or spinning
out of control.

For a full profile,
go to Postbulletin.com

4 Chasing The Wind          Wednesday, April 22, 2009

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

BY SARAH DOTY
sdoty@postbulletin.com

Peter Tangren watched for several months as
10 wind turbines were erected on his land
in Mower County. 

The financial and environmental benefits of a “sec-
ond crop” are good things, he said.

But not everyone is as excited about the turbines
that have found homes in the rural landscape across

southeastern Minnesota. 
Many farmers are concerned

that the turbines are “destroying
the rural landscape.”

Tangren agrees that the
scenery is changed, but, for him,
the benefits outweigh any
doubts he had.

“I would agree that it does
change the landscape dramatical-
ly, and when we were first
approached we talked long and
hard about whether we wanted

it,” Tangren said. “But at the end of the day we real-
ized that it was going to happen, so if we didn’t sign
up, we wouldn’t have any turbines, nor would we get
any payments, but we would still look at them.”

Russ Foss is a farmer who lives southeast of
Kenyon. He didn’t allow a turbine to be put on his
farm because of several concerns he had. He even
joined together with his neighbors who formed a
group, the Citizens for Environmental Rights and
Safety, which opposed the Kenyon Wind Project.

“They like to label us radicals, but the people that
are involved are just common people that live in the
neighborhood,” Foss said. 

He said he was in favor of wind when the idea of
turbines first came out, but then he did some research. 

“Wind sounds like a good idea until you really look
into it, then there are just so many holes in the whole
deal,” he said. Some of his main concerns are the pos-
sible diminishment of property values, safety and the
rapid development of all of the projects. He also men-
tioned the shadow flicker that can occur, the noise,
the blades throwing ice and the possibility of a turbine
malfunctioning and spinning out of control.

For Tangren, things seem to be working so far. 
“From my standpoint I am very pleased with the

project,” he said. “With what they have done, with
how they have done it, and I think we are being ade-
quately compensated for the inconveniences of farm-
ing around them and I like the idea of green energy. I
just think we have got to do that.”

Change not always good, bad
Dexter resident John Shaw can’t ignore the dozens

and dozens of turbines that surround his home, how-
ever he doesn’t think it is necessarily a bad thing. 

“It’s different, it changes the landscape, but change
is not always good and it’s not always bad,” he said. “If
it lowers our energy costs, or changes it a little bit, I

think it’s going to help.” 
Shaw who also owns the Lake

Geo Travel Plaza in Dexter, says
that the majority of the com-
ments about the new additions
have been positive. 

“The majority of the landown-
ers are happy,” he said. 

Jan Hangge, who is co-owner
of the Oasis Bar & Grill on Main
Street, agrees. 

“Most of them are happy,” she
said. But that doesn’t mean she
likes to see them. 

“I don’t like the blinking (from the FAA-required
lights). If one was by my house I would die with all
that blinking. I would have to
have blackout curtains at night,
but otherwise it’s OK. I really
believe in other forms of energy.”

Tangren says that the blinking
lights do take a little getting used
to, but if he could change one
thing it would be the noise.

“If the wind is in the right
direction — or wrong direction
— you hear a sound and that is
probably more of a concern; the
noise pollution more than the
visual pollution. But in three years, it’s something that
you won’t be able to hear, it’s like white noise.”  

Future benefits
Linda Williamson of Adams has lived in southeast-

ern Minnesota all her life, and
she says she is happy with the
turbines. 

“I think they are eco-friendly,”
she said.

“I think that with all the
things that are going on today,
global warming, fossil fuels, we
have to find some other way to
make electricity. I think it’s a
good thing.”

Her first thought when seeing
a tower was “Wow,” but that

soon wore off, and now she is just used to seeing them
out her window.

Williamson has heard some concern about the tow-

ers not being “aesthetically pleasing,” but she said she
believes that benefits will be seen several years down
the road. 

“I think in the long run, when our children and
great-grandchildren are going to have to be paying 50
percent of their income to cover the cost of fossil
fuels, I think they will appreciate it,” Williamson said. 

Most near wind farms are
content with new neighbors
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